
Scholarships 
are a vital piece 
of the student 
financial aid puzzle. 
According to Sallie 
Mae’s most recent 
How America Pays 
for College report, 
nearly half of all 
families used 

scholarship aid when it came to paying 
for college—and scholarships and grants 
covered 35 percent of the total cost of 
higher education. That makes scholarship 
aid the single largest resource that families 
are using to pay for school. 
 Government and college aid can be 
extremely generous, especially for low-
income students. But even if a student has 
a full-tuition scholarship or a “free college” 
promise, it doesn’t mean their financial 
worries are over. They still need to buy or 
rent textbooks, pay for transportation and 
internet access and cover school fees—not 
to mention putting food on their plates 
and a roof over their heads. 
 These non-tuition costs add up fast, 
especially if students are trying to balance 
school and work. Fortunately, organizations 
such as our Community Foundation of the 
Verdugos (CFV) are in a unique position 
to help. While federal, state and college 
aid is often limited to paying tuition, 
private awards don’t have to be restricted. 
Scholarship funds from the CFV can be 
used for any qualified education expense, 
rather than just tuition, and with your 
generous support we can continue to help 
local students where they need it most. 
 United States higher education 
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 Have you ever had someone do something kind for you? Perhaps a simple gesture like 
holding a door open. Or perhaps you were not feeling well and someone came by with hot 
chicken soup.  Maybe you received a gift without expecting it; or maybe you were caught off 
guard somewhere with less cash than you thought you had and someone stepped in with a 
good turn.  There was most likely a good feeling running through your heart and mind – and no 
doubt, the person who came to your aid was also feeling good.  Scholarships are like that.  
 Students receiving an award are often uplifted beyond words. And for the donor or donors 
who made a scholarship possible, knowing that they created a difference in a student’s life – 
unmeasurable in many ways – is something they can hold close forever.  As a public 501(c)(3), the 
Community Foundation of the Verdugos’ (CFV) mission is to combine the power of donors with 
charitable needs. 
 If you are an individual, family, group, or business interested in scholarship awards, an 
endowed scholarship fund with the CFV can help you fulfill a goal to make a difference in 
someone’s future.  Opening a fund can be done in about an hour with a minimum starting 
balance of $25,000.  We are in particular need of awards that can assist students going into the 
trades such as culinary, auto mechanics, graphic design, cosmetology/makeup, etc.  Graduate 
students (those who have completed a four-year degree but are pursuing a master’s degree) are 
also in search of scholarship awards.
 Please call at 818-241-8040 or email Edna@cfverdugos.org for more information. I am always 
happy to discuss charitable wishes that donors have to help make our world a better place!  
 To those considering opening a scholarship fund, I urge you to do so.  It will be the ultimate 
gift that keeps on giving.

Scholarship Funds

A Message from our 
Committee Chair

The Scholarship Fund
— Edna Karinski, CEO
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Krikorian/Women Achievers Scholarship Group with Michael Seaton, 
Elizabeth Manasserian and Betty Porto

Betty Porto and Event MC David Levy

Thank you for the Glendale Latino Association 
Scholarship. I will be attending UC Santa Barbara and 
this scholarship will allow me to achieve my goals…”
- Kalani Martinez, Glendale Community College



Awards for GCC Students 
Chuck Benedict Memorial Journalism 
Scholarship (GCC)
Allard, Kenneth

Reinhart Family Scholarship (GCC)
Gabrimassihi, Colleen

Tuesday Afternoon Club (GCC)
Schofield, Harrison

Youngquist Nursing Scholarship (GCC)
Sauza, Tzarina Mae

Career-Focused Awards
Dr. John and Mae Benjamin Scholarship
Khachatryan, Shushana

Katherine Bush Memorial Scholarship
Renewals
Borgeson-Leake, Teagan
Choi, Timothy

John & Elsie Krikorian / Women Achievers 
Journalism Scholarship
Acosta, Sofia
Shim, Anna

Academic-Focused Awards
Christopher A. Burrows Memorial 
Scholarship
Lidar, Abigail
Park, Owen
Stoner, Holly
Van Slooten, Ryan

Frank & Ann Leone Scholarship
Clingerman, Matthew

Glendale Latino Association Scholarship
Aceituno, Karel
Baum, Joshua
Blanco, Allyson
Blanco, Kaitlyn
Burke, Analisa 
Corral Phun, Julieta 
Devora, Lluvia
Duarte, Taylor
Guerrero, Andres
Hernandez, Susana

2018
Student Awards

Lopez-Viramontes, Sara
Martinez, Kalani
Momdjian, Christian
Porcelli, Julian
Reynoso, David
Rojas, Esmeralda
Santiago, Jorge
 
 “Big Man Fritsche” Scholarship
Renewals
Aboolian, Elin
Ansell, Andrew
Duffy, Caroline
Ketsamanian, Serhad
Kubela, Jennifer
Laulette, Kristen

Awards from the Heart
1st Christian Scholarship
Renewals
Blood, Joanne
Blood, John
Cuateco, Daniel
De Castro, Amikka
DeRose, James
Francisco, Anthony
Frink, Rebecca 
Goldstein, Noah
Gonzalez, Sarah
Grande, Paige
Guerra Canela, Andrea
Hansen, Porter
Ho, Justin
Holmquist, Mackenzie
Jimenez, Katherine
Karn, Kiana
Khan, Amanda
Kim, Eleanor
Kubela, Jennifer
Landaverde, Johan
Lombardo, William
Matheu, Mark
Matthews, Jacob
Middleton, McKenna
Noubarentz, Mrrik
Orlando, Giancarlo
Oshiro, Therese
Stepanian, Sevana
Sy, Hannah
Traber, Andrew
Webster, Mark 

Tuesday Afternoon Club Scholarship
Castelo, Ezekiel
Jo, Sarah
Ohan, Rita

Dellinger Scholarship Fund
Serrano, Fatima

Sambar Scholarship Endowment (GSE)
Novak, Austin
Puebla, Ximena
Shin, Hyeyeon

Gonzales Harris Bilingual Scholarship
Acosta, Sofia
Burke, Analisa
Corral Phun, Julieta 
Langford, Ty
Renewals
Aleman, Andrea
Cuateco, Daniel
Dominguez-Meneses, Lina
Rojas, Jessica 
Sarkissian, Arvin
Tlapa, Jeanette
Trujillo, Rachel

Oakmont Country Club Scholarship
Alsamman, Frank
Anderson, Dylan
Campbell, Richard
Fielding, Kelsey
Howard, Alexandra
Howard, Dillon
Luna, Melina
McGrory, Conor
Perez, Michelle
Quintero, Andrew
Vargas, Briza
Whitaker, R. Scott

Margaret and Leonard Kaufman 
Medical Scholarship
Peter Bastian

Scholarship 
Application Dates

Please note that the Community 
Foundation of the Verdugos’ 
scholarship application deadline 
for Academic Year 2019-20 is 
Friday, March 1, 2019.  Check 
the Foundation’s website at 
www.cfverdugos.org after 
December 1, 2018 to apply 
online for scholarship awards.



 The 2018 Scholarship Recognition Brunch on May 19 greeted students and families at the 
beautiful Castaway Restaurant in Burbank. Approximately 93 student awards were recognized, 
totaling $153,250.  
 Keynote speaker Michael Josephson, founder of the Josephson Institute of Ethics, provided 
words of wisdom for students as they embarked on their post-secondary education journey.  
Each student was also given a copy of Josephson’s best-selling book, “The Best is Yet to Come,” a 
gift from the Community Foundation of the Verdugos (CFV).
 Betty Porto, VP Community Relations for Porto’s Bakery & Café, once again led the event 
as its Honorary Scholarship Chair backed by MC David Levy, CFV Scholarship Committee Chair 
and Board Member. Awardees also took home a sweet treat courtesy of Porto’s Bakery & Café.  
Congratulations to the 2018 Awardees and many thanks again to Ms. Porto and Porto’s Bakery 
& Café for their support of education in our community!
 All photos from the event can be viewed and downloaded from https://cfverdugos.
org/gallery/.  A video of the event’s Keynote Speaker Michael Josephson can also be 
found at the same site.  
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Top Photo: Honorary Scholarship Chair 
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for Porto’s Bakery 
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CFV Scholarship Committee 

Betty Porto
Honorary Chair

David S. Levy
Chair

Receiving financial aid from the Sambar Scholarship 

Endowment is truly a blessing. These funds will help go

towards my college expenses when I start attending UC 

Santa Barbara in the fall…Thank you, Mr. Sambar and your 

late wife, Lois, for extending your hand to a young man 

who truly appreciates being the recipient of your generosity 

and I promise to be a student who will do his best to 

represent your name and the Community Foundation of 

the Verdugos…” 

 — Austin Novak, CV High School

Michael Cusumano
Toni Beck Espinoza

Michael Seaton



 Congratulations again on your award! Our scholarship 
donors who made your award possible, and the staff and Board 
of Directors at the Community Foundation of the Verdugos take 
great pleasure in witnessing so many worthy student recipients 
who are embarking on their higher education journeys.  
 Whether you are the recipient of a single-year award, or 
a renewal award, please keep in mind that the Community 
Foundation of the Verdugos’ Controller Julie Burg is your 
contact person for any questions.  Please email Mrs. Burg 
at Julie@cfverdugos.org with questions at any time or 
you may call the office at (818) 241-8040 on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays.   
 A special “thank you” is extended to all of our scholarship 
fund holders (donors) for making the difference in these 
young adult lives by helping to motivate them on their higher 
education adventure. 

A Message for Students

is facing an unmistakable crisis. By 2025, 
the nation will require 11 million more 
postsecondary credentials than we are 
currently on track to produce — and too 
many students who do earn their degrees 
are graduating with crippling levels of
student debt.
 Average college costs have doubled 
in the last two decades. Demand for 
postsecondary credentials is at an all-time 
high, but state investment has been slashed: 
since the start of the Great Recession, states 
have reduced their per-student appropriations 
to postsecondary education in half, and the 
Federal Pell Grant is now covering barely 30 
percent of college costs at public four-year 
institutions. (It covered more than 75 percent 
40 years ago.)
 At more than $1.4 trillion, national 
student loan debt is second only to mortgage 
debt, consuming students’ economic well-
being and impeding new graduates’ ability 
to start families, pursue advanced degrees, 
contribute to their childrens’ education, save 
for retirement or invest in their futures. 
 Some economists predict that student 

loan debt will contribute to the next financial 
crisis, comparing the student loan situation to 
the subprime mortgage crisis that led to the 
most recent national recession.
 Today’s college student looks very 
different than he or she did when most 
federal postsecondary policies were created. 
The “traditional” student — 18-22 years old, 
attending a residential campus full-time — 
is now a minority among all postsecondary 
attendees.
 In the midst of financial stress, often 
a student decides to drop out of college. 
In the short term, this does solve the most 
immediate problem. After all, without tuition, 
fees or books to pay for, a student’s wages 
stretch a lot farther.
 Unfortunately, consequences can be 
dire, and they can start sooner than expected. 
Quitting school means immediately losing 
access to scholarship funds, work-study 
opportunities and subsidized student prices 
for room, board, transit and internet access. 
It also means that the student is expected to 
start paying back their loans—and carrying 
loan debt without the higher earning power of 

A Message from our Committee Chair (continued from page 1)

a degree is the absolute worst-case scenario.
 In the long term, the costs of leaving 
college are even higher. According to the New 
York Times, “a college degree is worth $365,000 
[in lifetime earnings] for the average American 
man after subtracting all its direct and indirect 
costs. … For women—who still tend to earn 
less than men—it’s worth $185,000. A college 
education is more profitable in the United 
States than in every other advanced nation.” All 
of those benefits are lost when financial stress 
causes students to abandon their education.
 Financial stress can be a waking 
nightmare for families, and it can be a huge 
factor in talented students dropping out. 
Fortunately, through scholarship assistance 
such as that provided by the Community 
Foundation of the Verdugos, we can help more 
people break out of the cycle and earn their 
academic degrees and credentials with the 
hope and uplifting message that a scholarship 
award can provide. We invite you to join the 
Foundation’s continuing efforts to provide 
college scholarship aid for the growing 
number of deserving students wishing to 
embark on a postsecondary journey.
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Middle Photo: Some  of the Seventeen Glendale 
Latino Assocation Awardees

Bottom photo: Sambar  Scholarship Group

I am honored to be one of the recipients of the Tuesday Afternoon Club Scholarship. 

Thanks to your generous support I am the first in my family to attend college … My 

educational pursuits would not be possible without generous support from scholarship 

sponsors like your organization. Thank you for enabling this opportunity.”

 — Ezekiel M. Castelo, Glendale High School


