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A LETTER FROM THE SCHOLARSHIP CHAIR

By Judith Dellinger

As Scholarship
Chair, | want
to extend
congratulations
to each of the
students who
was granted
an award!

You should feel proud of your
personal accomplishments
prior to even completing the
application. Now...moving
forward toward the beginning
of your higher education and
always aiming to reach your
chosen career, remember those
who have lovingly provided
the scholarships and make
them proud. This year 78 new
scholarships and 24 renewals
were granted with the total
awards being $197,100. The
scholarships ranged between

“It truly means a lot to me
to be able to represent
the TAC and your long-

standing history!”

Tuesday Afternoon Club
(TAC) Scholarship Recipient
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$500 and $6,000, with many in
the $1,000 to $1,500 range. To
receive a scholarship through
CFV, the student must attend a
high school within the Verdugos
area of: Burbank, Glendale,
Canada/Flintridge, La Crescenta,
Montrose or Verdugo City.

| wish to thank each of the
application reviewers for giving
of their time and expertise.

One of those reviewers is a

new member of the CFV Board
and additionally, committed

to serving on the Scholarship
Committee. I've asked Rene
Karapedian to share some of his
thoughts in this new experience.
Look for his article.

We encourage awardees to
consider giving back to their

“l am inspired to work hard
in the future and to give
back to others the same

way you have given to me.”

Sambar Scholarship
Endowment Recipient

community. One way is to
serve as a volunteer application
reviewer. If interested, contact
the CFV Office. Several
awardees have participated,
and one of them even became
a presenter at two of the

area schools’ Senior Awards
programs. As a retired teacher,
I'm always delighted to see
students move along to meet
their goals and volunteer their
services.

The need is always there for
more scholarship funds to be
provided. Perhaps you'll choose
to add to a current fund or find
yourself able to fund a new
scholarship. Any questions may
be directed to the CFV Office.

“Your generosity will go
to support my medical
ambitions as a nurse
and | am so grateful.”

Gonzales-Harris Bilingual
Scholarship Recipient
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BECAUSE SOMEONE CARED

By Edna Karinski

The Community Foundation of
the Verdugos is proud to issue
scholarships on behalf of donors
who wish to help students.

Many of our scholarship fund
donors have their own memories
of attending college because
someone cared enough to make
a scholarship possible. While
much has changed over the years
in relation to attaining a college
degree, the idea of charitable
people wanting to help a
student with post-high school
education continues. To help
keep scholarships a community
endeavor, here are some areas
we need help with:

We always see more need from
students than we have awards
available. Donating to a CFV
scholarship fund would enable
more students to benefit.

Becoming more popular are
Trade-related studies ranging
from dental hygienist or LVN
nursing programs to veterinarian
tech., culinary arts, and auto
mechanics to name just a few.
Career and Technical Education
(CTE) programs are at most

high schools in the Verdugo
Region and graduating students
from CTE programs can benefit
from awards to pursue career
paths. Supporting the CFV's
Fritsche Scholarship Fund with

a donation, or establishing your
own fund benefiting students on
a CTE path, are impactful ways to
help. Many “vocational” studies
can be completed in two or three
years, arming a student with a
skill that can be readily applied in
today’s job market.

“This scholarship will not only aid with the
finances that come with my education, but
it also inspires me to keep working hard
and giving back to my community.”

Glendale Latino Association Scholarship Recipient

“I would like to express my deepest gratitude as | never
expected to receive this scholarship and it has inspired me!”

Gonzales-Harris Bilingual Scholarship Recipient

If you like being a leader, or
enjoy addressing a particular
need, we can help you create
an award that you can be proud
of. Scholarships for a particular
career field can be unique to you!
What about Master’s Programs?
Would you like to be among the
first to establish a scholarship
fund for graduate students?
Explore your interests with the
CFV!

For more information on
donating or starting a fund, reach
out to Edna Karinski, CEO, at
Edna@cfverdugos.org. Thank

you for helping our future by
supporting today’s students!

"My scholarship will truly help
me with affording college
and focusing more energy on
my studies and community
involvement in college.”

Christopher A. Burrows Memorial
Scholarship Recipient

“Thank you for your generosity
in giving me this award. | am
going to attend (out of state
university) and this award will
help with tuition. | am excited

for my future.”

First Christian Church of Glendale
Scholarship Recipient




COMING FULL CIRCLE WITH THE COMMUNITY

FOUNDATION OF THE VERDUGOS

By Rene Karapedian

Back in 1993, as a student at

Herbert Hoover High School in
Glendale, | remember applying for
scholarships from local nonprofit
organizations in hopes of finding
support for my education. Like many
students, | dreamed of receiving that
encouragement — but unfortunately, it
didn’t work out for me at the time.

Now, years later, life has brought

me back to Hoover in the most
unexpected and meaningful way. As

a member of the Scholarship Review
Committee with the Community
Foundation of the Verdugos, I've had
the privilege of returning to my old
high school — not as a student, but as
someone helping to open doors for
the next generation.

Sitting at the end-of-year award
ceremonies, watching students
walk across the stage with joy and
pride as they're recognized for their
achievements, fills me with a sense
of wholeness. | see in their faces the

same hope and determination | once
had, and | feel grateful to be part of
a process that ensures they receive
the encouragement and support they
deserve.

This experience has been more than
just reviewing applications — it's been
a reminder of how powerful community
support can be. Scholarships are not
just financial assistance; they are a vote
of confidence, a belief in a student’s
future. To play even a small role in that
journey is both humbling and deeply
rewarding.

For me, coming full circle — from
being an applicant who once hoped
for a scholarship to now helping others
receive them — has been a gift. It's
proof that while we may not always
get the opportunities we seek, life
often brings us back in ways that allow
us to create opportunities for others.
And in that, I've found a true sense of
fulfillment.

“l am incredibly honored and grateful for your
support as this scholarship is more than financial
assistance — it is a vote of confidence in my potential

as | pursue my goal of becoming a doctor.”

First Christian Church of Glendale Scholarship Recipient




RECOGNIZING OUR SCHOLARS & REVIEW COMMITTEEES

We are very pleased to share that we were able to issue 102 awards totaling $197,100. This includes both new awards
and renewals. Our recipients are attending a variety of colleges and universities across the country including UCLA,
CSUN, University of Southern California, Baylor University, Cornell University and many more.

We would also like to thank our scholarship sponsor Adel Luzuriaga and her fund, the Adel-NextBlock.com Endowment
Fund and our Board Member and Scholarship Chair, Judith Dellinger, for their generous gift. This allowed us to send
our new scholarship awardees a copy of the book “What Color is Your Parachute?” We hope they enjoyed reading it and

gained some insight into themselves.

A special thank you is extended to all the members of our review committees who took time out of their busy schedules
to read the applications from all of our amazing students. We couldn’t do this work without their help and support.

We encourage our scholars to keep in touch with the Foundation. We love to hear how your studies are going!

2025 STUDENT AWARDS

AWARDS FOR GCC STUDENTS

Chuck Benedict Memorial Scholarship
Carissa Coane

Tuesday Afternoon Club Scholarship
Alana Khalil

Youngquist Nursing Scholarship
Marine Harutyunyan

CAREER-FOCUSED AWARDS

Dr. John and Mae Benjamin Scholarship
Ashley Giboney

The Emilie Cacho Memorial Scholarship
Emma Canal

John and Elsie Krikorian Journalism
Scholarship

Alice Johnson

Addison Lee

Ani Soghomonyan

ACADEMIC-FOCUSED AWARDS

Christopher A. Burrows Memorial Scholarship
Kyle Dixon

Brendan Kuo

Katie Li

Emmy Lin

Charles Simonian

Frank & Ann Leone Scholarship
Adrian Magana-Miller

Glendale Latino Association Scholarship
David Abarca Soza
Crysta Acevedo

Joseph Ayon-Rodriguez
Emma Canal

Gemma Caudillo

Kate Enriquez

Emma Grado

Vicente Hernandez
Carlos Lopez

Carlos Matute
Calandria Medina

Alejandro Ortiz
Rebeca Pedroza Gonzalez
Miguel Pinedo
Estefania Ramirez
Alondra Rodriguez
Janetsy Rodriguez
Yadhira Sanchez Lopez
Michael Sandoval
Alfredo Santiago
Alexander Sebastian
Rachell Sibley

Jacob Smith

Giulianna Thompson
Sofia Valle

Alejandro Zamarripa

AWARDS FROM THE HEART

Tuesday Afternoon Club Scholarship
Elise Jahng

Inji Jeong

Paul Anthony Navarrez

First Christian Church of Glendale Scholarship
Jad Abdoush
Joseph Choi
Josiah Noh
Sydney Pullen
Hannah Vi
Renewals

Celine Avedian
Lorenz Bayug
Andrew Bielek
Lilia Hacoupian
Matthew Kubela
Kai Larsen
Daylen Larsen
Michelle Lee
Valentina Monzon
Whitney Noh
Zachary Roh
Siena Urquiza
Jonah Yi

Gonzales-Harris Bilingual Scholarship
Roderick Campbell
Mateo Solis

Renewals

Camila Acosta
Juliana Aviles
Alejandro Concepcion
Madeline Fernandez
Christopher Huh
Joshua Martinez
Eliana Mesa

Isabella Nolte
Josias Perez

Siena Urquiza
Samantha Villasenor

Sambar Scholarship Endowment
Emily Gevorgyan

Ryan Lee

Amari Richardson

Kristyn Roh

Arin Tahmasian

The Dellinger Scholarship Fund
Ava Casey

Bianca Chirrick

Diya Patel

The Oakmont Country Club Employee
Education Fund
Molly Anderson
Rebecca Doherty
Mirtha Flores- Berlari
Thalia Gurule
Stella Hoffman
Charles Hutts
Brandon Koch
Natalie Medina
Clint Pascual
Marksteven Perez
Josephine Perkins
Michael Petersen
Amanda Petersen
Alondra Pineda
Alejandra Pineda
Kaylin Schroeder
David Smith
Conner Steele
Ethan Toro
Hojung Yoon




REVIEWERS

Margo Bottcher
Julie Burg
Matthew Burrows
Lisa Carr

Spencer Carr
Ernest Dellinger
Judith Dellinger
Araxi Dertavitian
Neala Ebrahimi
Patricia Flynn
Guillermo Garcia
Robin Goldsworthy
Steve Goldsworthy
Nancy Guillen
Madison Heath
Nicole Hernandez
Olga Iraheta
Robert Ishii

Rene Karapedian

Edna Karinski
Lisa Koontz
Greg Krikorian
Patty Leone
Mike Leum
Adel Luzuriaga
Elizaeth Manasserian
Tim McQuay
Evan Mehta
Bryant Melgar
Peter Osgood
Steve Pierce
Marsha Ramos
Henry Reed
Alexa Schnaid
Mark Schnaid
Stacy Schnaid
Michael Seaton

Jasmine Venegas Goulet

SCHOLARSHIPS

BRING HAPPINESS!

If you would like more

information on starting a

fund, or wish to donate,

please reach out to
Edna Karinski, CEO, at
edna@cfverdugos.org.

Thank you for helping

students attain their

educational dreams!

CFV SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE

Betty Porto
HONORARY CHAIR

Judith Dellinger
CHAIR

Nancy Guillen
Rene Karapedian
Adel Luzuriaga
Michael Seaton

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS

Chuck Benedict Memorial Scholarship

“Big Man Fritsche” Scholarship

Christopher A. Burrows Memorial Scholarship

Dellinger Scholarship

Dr. John and Mae Benjamin Scholarship

Emilie Cacho Memorial Scholarship

First Christian Church of Glendale Scholarship

Frank & Ann Leone Scholarship

Glendale Latino Association Scholarship

Gonzales-Harris Bilingual Scholarship

John & Elsie Krikorian / Women Achievers
Journalism Scholarship

Oakmont Country Club Employee Education Fund

Reinhart Family Scholarship

Sambar Scholarship Endowment

Tuesday Afternoon Club Scholarship

Youngquist Nursing Scholarship

2026 SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION DATES

The Community Foundation of the Verdugos'
scholarship application deadline for Academic
Year 2026-27 is Monday, March 2, 2026.
Check the Foundation’s website at
www.cfverdugos.org after December 1, 2025 to
apply online for scholarship awards.




